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SUBJECT: PROPOSED MEETING ON STRENGTHENING PANAMA'S FOOT-AND-MOUTH 
DISEASE PREVENTION PROGRAM 

REF: STATE 179086 

1. DR. REA HAS ARRANGED MEETING FOR USD A OFFICIALS WITH ALCIDES 
SALAS, DIRECTOR OF ANIMAL PRODUCTION IN MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT (MID A) ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1973. MEETING MAY 

BE ATTENDED BY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT GERARDO GONZALEZ. 

2. VICE MINISTER OF MID A TOLD DR. REA ON AUGUST 31 THAT THE MINISTRY 

OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT WOULD BE WILLING TO MAKE WHATEVER CHANGES 
ARE NECESSARY IN THE CURRENT BILATERAL AGREEMENT. EMBASSY ASSESSMENT 
IS THAT THE MAIN POTENTIAL FOR PROBLEMS ARISING WILL BE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS WHICH IN THE PAST HAS BEEN THE CASUE OF 
DELAYS. 

3. EMBASSY REQUESTS CLARIFICATION OF WHO WILL BE USDA AND OTHER 
AGENCY PARTICIPANTS IN PROPOSED MEETING. 
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